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INTRODUCTION  

To our faithful readers, this edition should be something special.  For following in this 

newsletter will be the details of the return of Waldo Wrightôs Flying Service to 

Kalamazoo, Michigan and the Air Zoo Museum.  Air Zoo is not new to Waldo as he 

visited there during the 2003 National Air Tour and again on the 2006 American 

Barnstormers Tour, providing rides in the New Standard aircraft.  Also returning to 

Fantasy of Flight will be our Boeing Stearman PT-17 biplane, NC67412 that many of you 

readers have flown.  Your humble editor originally restored the ship over an 18 year (!) 

period when both time and money was in short supply.  The ship will return in the 

splendor of U.S Navy colors. 

 

WALDO WRIGHTôS HEADS TO NEW VENUE 

This summer the service will venture North to Kalamazoo to provide biplane rides at the 

Kalamazoo Air Zoo (http://www.airzoo.org/).  The service will operate from June 11 

through September 8, 2009 from the museum grounds at the airport with #9 New 

Standard D-25A and the Army Air Corps Boeing Stearman PT-17, providing the same 

high quality and friendly service that began back in the year 2000.  Owner Rob Lock is 

excited about expanding the business in a positive direction while maintaining the 

Fantasy of Flight operation during summer months in Florida.   

 

One of the many features at Air Zoo is the display of a Lockheed SR-71B, a Mach 3+ 

aircraft recently trucked in from Edwards Air Force Base in California.  The aircraft was 

used by NASA Dryden Flight Research Center for many high-speed experiments 

including sonic boom research.  It is the only remaining ñBò model SR-71 in existence, 

the other aircraft being lost in a landing accident at Beale AFB in northern California.  

The SR-71B was a training aircraft and featured an elevated rear cockpit for the instructor 

pilot for visibility purpose with dual controls.  For further information on this aircraft, go 

to: http://www.sr-71.org/photogallery/blackbird/17956/.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.airzoo.org/
http://www.sr-71.org/photogallery/blackbird/17956/
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Above left in this NASA photograph, #831 in flight with chase FA-18 shown over the 

Mojave Desert surrounding Edwards AFB in California.  Above right, Waldoôs New 

Standard D-25A #9 with chase New Standard D-25 #21 shown over the Green Swamp 

area of central Florida.  You can see #831 but you can ride in #9 when visiting the 

Kalamazoo Air Zoo from June ïSeptember this year.  

 

  

Above right, NASA SR-71B #831 soars above the Sierra Nevada Mountains of central 

California returning to Edwards AFB after a research mission.  Above left the Boeing 

Stearman PT-17 that Waldo Wright now owns soars above the fog layer near the Sierra 

Nevada Mountains of central California. You can see the SR-71B but you can fly the 

Stearman PT-17 at the Kalamazoo Air Zoo this summer! 

 

WAY BACK WHEN  

I have already written about this airplane in a previous newsletter but wanted to show a 

couple of photos that havenôt been seen before.   Left, first flight of 67412 at Reedley 

College on June 21, 1992.  Rob is standing in front of wing preparing to hand crank the 

starter.  This scene after an 18-year restoration of the aircraft by your humble editor.  

First flights are always exciting because you donôt know the outcome until the ship 

returns safely and is parked inside the hangar.  As Chuck Yeager always says, ñThere 

óaint nothing as exciting as a test flight!ò  
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Right, the method of hand starting the engine in 

those days as there was no electrical system.  

The starter was a stock hand-inertia requiring a 

person with much energy to wind the starter, 

pull the tee hand that would engage into the 

engine turning the crankshaft.  Note how close 

to the engine you must be to complete this 

chore. 

Left, the first flight of 67412 after many 

years of neglect as a crop dusting ship in 

the San Joaquin Valley.  Below, 67412 

with one of my classes, probably around 

1993 or 1994.  Time goes by quickly 

when youôre having fun!  All of my 

classes watched as I restored the aircraft 

over an 18-year period.  Background is the 

aeronautics building on the campus of 

Reedley College where I worked for 31-

years as an Airframe and Powerplant 

instructor.  Each member of my 

graduating class received a 20-

minute flight in the ship as a 

small reward for spending 2-

years at the college to acquire 

the FAA A&P certificate.  I 

took each student who wanted 

a flight free of charge from 

1993 until I retired in 1998.  
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NAVAL PRIMARY FLIGHT TRAINING IN WW2  

While I have written much about Army Air Corps (AAC) primary flight training in 

WW2, it is now time to look in some detail about Naval primary flight training.  At the 

beginning of the war both the AAC and the Navy used instructors trained by the Civilian 

Pilot Training Program (CPTP).  When war was imminent the government took over the 

CPTP and renamed it War Training Service (WTS).  This was civilian contract primary 

flight training, which gave future combat aviators their first instruction as to how to fly an 

airplane.  Civilian contract primary flight training schools were privately owned and 

operated for the AAC, but the Navy kept their own schools except instructors were 

civilian trained from the CPTP.  

 

The Navy had designed and constructed its own primary trainer, the Naval Air Factory 

N3N, which was immediately nicknamed the ñYellow Peril.ò  The Naval Air Factory was 

located within the Philadelphia Navy Yard.  Two versions of the aircraft were constructed 

ï a landplane and a seaplane. 

 

The Naval Air Factory facility was large, but not large enough to mass-produce primary 

flight training ships needed to meet the demand for Naval Aviators as the war progressed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


